THE GREY HOUSE SCHOOL

Child Protection Information for Staff

Responsibility for child protection belongs to everyone

If I think a child may be at risk of harm, what should I do?

If you see or hear something which leads you to think that a child may be being neglected or suffering physical, sexual or emotional abuse, you should not hesitate to report your concerns to the Headmistress.

Bear in mind that, at all time, the welfare of the child is of primary importance.  Any action which is subsequently taken will be based on this principle.

Please make sure you have read and understand the School’s Child Abuse and Protection Policy.

If you are concerned because of something a child is saying, you should not attempt to take any action directly but:

· listen to the child, do not directly question him or her;

· never stop a child who is freely recalling significant events;

· never undress a child to examine suspected injury;

· talk about your concerns to the Headmistress

When a pupil is deemed to be in need of urgent medical attention, the pupil will be taken to A & E, having notified Social Services.

What happens then?

The headmistress will be responsible for further action and will decide if the situation should be monitored by the school or referred to Social Services.

Unless it is an emergency, Social Services will try to find out as much as possible about the child and family before deciding what action to take.

What action could be taken?

In some cases concerns which people have about children can be resolved without a visit from a Social Worker, but usually a visit will be made to the child, sometimes with the police.  The visit will enable an assessment of any risk to the child to be made.  Any subsequent action will be based on the premise that support should, as far as possible, be provided in the context of the child remaining within the family home.

If it is necessary to use physical force to protect a pupil from injury, to prevent a pupil from harming others or if any pupil is accidentally injured, parents will be informed.  Pupils will not be punished within school by any form of hitting, slapping or shaking or other degrading treatment
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