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THE GREY HOUSE SCHOOL

Seven   2012








25th April 2012

Dear Parents

Welcome back after the Easter break.  As always, the Newsletters contain news and details of events planned for the term so do please make note of key dates and arrangements.
Whilst it remains unseasonably cold, as per my email, children may wear winter uniform, except next Thursday for school photographs, until 8th May.
Sports Relief
We raised £200.67 for this worthwhile charity, thanks in no small part to your generous support of the Form VI girls ‘Dance the Extra Minute’ which raised £107.67.  Well done to the four dancers; Kitty, Sophie Everett, Isobel and Alisha for their 50 minutes dancing.  Also thanks to the rest of the girls; Sophie Fowles, Amy, Emma and Leah for collecting money and keeping the girls watered!

The ‘Guess How Far We Swam’ competition raised £93 and the winners were; Children: Cameron Smith and Adults, Mr & Mrs Warren.  The total distance was 16,275 metres by a total of 98 swimmers.  This equates to 651 lengths in total, with an average of 166 metres  per person  - in itself an amazing figure!

Maths Magic Competition
Congratulations to Roy Brett, Harrison Clinton, William Kemsley and Thomas Overton who came second in a Maths competition held at Salesian College.  There were 8 other local primary schools taking part and the boys did very well.

Road works

As you will have seen this morning, the road works have commenced and parking is restricted.  Please make sure you allow enough time to find a safe and considerate place to park and to obviously exit via the Cricket Green middle lane.  Many thanks.
Staff News

Mr Orchard has had a hip operation and so is not in school; he is making a good recovery.

Mrs Fowles will be helping out with some of the ICT for the time being.

We are currently interviewing for a replacement for Miss Stickland but are grateful to Mrs Thomson who has kindly volunteered to come back and fill the gap until we are able to appoint a suitable person.

I am pleased that, Ms Hole, who currently teaches Spanish in the Upper School will be taking over the teaching of Latin in Form V and VI from September.

Mrs Gallagher will be out of the Office from Thursday 3rd May whilst she recovers from minor surgery on her right hand.  Mrs Laws will be in to help support Mrs Simmonds in the Office.
Sun hats and sun cream

In the hopeful event of good weather this term, please ensure your child has a sun hat in school and that they have sun cream on before they come to school.  The Nearly New Uniform Shop stocks a new school hat which is now on the Uniform list.  Trainers should be brought to school every day, whatever the weather.
Upper School Play – Thursday 28th June ‘Hagbane’s Doom’
This year’s Upper School play will once again take place at Bearwood College on Thursday 28th June at 7 pm.  The performance will be ‘ticket only’ and will be priced at £4 for adults and £2.50 for children; the cost for ordered tickets will be added to your bill.  The number of tickets will not be restricted and as before it will be free-seating.  Please complete the order below and return to the school Office.  
Ofsted Report

Ofsted are not allowed to process the report over the holidays and the draft report should be with me today with the published report being available shortly.

Hartley Wintney Festival – 7th June

We have already had a good response but I am sure there are some more of you out there with children who would like to take part in this village event.  Mrs Smallwood would love to hear from you if you have forgotten to reply to her earlier plea for support.  A reminder that there will be House Points awarded for each family taking part.

Forthcoming events
Friday 27th April

Nearly New Uniform Sale 8.30-9.00 am and 3-3.30 pm

Monday 30th April – French trip 2013
A reminder that there is a meeting in the school Hall at 3.40 pm for current IV and V parents and their children.
Thursday 3rd May – School Photographs

Gilman and Soames will be in to take class photographs and so please make sure your child comes in to school in summer uniform (with sweatshirts) and with boys’ hair short and tidy and girls’ hair tied back in school colours.  Classes who have PE on a Thursday should bring PE clothes to change into.  Swimmers should bring in brushes and combs.
8th and 9th May – LAMDA exams

Mrs Waite-Roberts pupils will be taking their exams and will receive information from her regarding exam times.
Thursday 10th May – Poetry Afternoon 1.30 pm

Your children should know if they are performing or not (all are given the opportunity to do so) but do confirm with Form Teachers if they are not sure.

We are pleased that Mrs Blackman will be our Guest of Honour for this event.  Certificates for Basingstoke Music Festival, British Arts Exams, ESB and other Speech and Drama exams will be presented.  School uniform should be worn and the afternoon will start at 1.30 pm with Form III performing first, followed by forms IV, V and VI.  The afternoon should be finished between 3-3.15 pm.  All parents welcome.   Please could Lower School parents collecting children be aware there are performances taking place in the school Hall.  Thank you.
Friday 11th May – Millennium Cup

We are the hosts for this event, which is again being held at Lord Wandsworth College.  Many of the Upper School will be running and Mr Smith will be much appreciative of volunteer parents, whose help contributes to the success of this event.  There will be more details to follow for children taking part and for volunteers.
Please note that children will be given Friday’s Homework Assignment on Thursday so that any child who is being taken home directly from Lord Wandsworth College does not need to take bags.

It would help if disposable lunches/snacks were sent for those children taking part.  Please ensure the children have sun hats.

Madrid and London Marathons

2 ex-pupils have taken part in these and are fundraising for very worthwhile charities.

Chris Hunt, who lives in Hartley Wintney, finishes the Madrid Marathon in 3 hours 28 minutes, a fantastic achievement.  Chris always comes home for the Hook Fun Run each year and is planning to do so this year as well although he is currently in Madrid as part of his course at Manchester University.  He is raising money for Alzheimer’s Research and SOS Children’s Villages.  His sponsorship page is http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/ChrisHunt.
Benjamin Cornwell completed the London Marathon and is raising money for Leukaemia Care.  He has not done any distance running before but was inspired to take part in the Marathon following his father’s recent death from leukaemia.  He has a page at Just Giving.
Lower School Play – Wednesday 23rd May

This is not a ticketed event and all parents and friends are welcome.

Sainsbury’s Vouchers

This promotion has now closed so please make sure you return any vouchers to the box in the Main School Hall.  Thank you.

FRIENDS OF THE GREY HOUSE NEWS

MUFTI DAY – Just before Easter the Friends held a Mufti Day. A fantastic total of £229.77 was raised for the library. Thank you.

CAKE SALE – The Friends will be holding a cake sale on Friday 11th May during the children’s morning playtime (Upper and Lower School). 

EASTER EGG HUNT – I would like to thank Mrs Dineley, Mrs Istead, Mrs Sheridan, Mrs Burbage, Mrs Clinton, Mrs Tonkin and Mrs Ashley for organising a wonderful afternoon for the children. It was particularly special due to a visit from the Easter Bunny (Thank you!). You can see all the wonderful photographs in both Upper and Lower school.

MAY FAYRE – 19TH MAY 2012 1.30 – 3.30PM

There is only three weeks now until the Fayre. The children’s main attraction is an inflatable assault course along with lots of other fun stalls, our book stall is always very popular so please bring in any unwanted books (in good condition), the refreshment stall will be serving afternoon tea but if you fancy something a little stronger our Pimms tent can be found on the Lower lawn!! There will also be Candy Floss and an Ice Cream Van. The raffle is always very popular and Mrs Tonkin has been working very hard collecting some fantastic prizes. Class donations can be made from 30th April and placed in the boxes provided. 

LIBRARY RENOVATIONS – The library has now been cleared and the new ceiling lights and TV bracket are now up (Mr Guthrie – we have had the new TV up and running - Fantastic). Decorating will start on Saturday 12th May and the new carpet will hopefully be put down on Thursday 17th May. The shelving has been ordered.

FRIENDS OF THE GREY HOUSE SUMMER EVENING (previously known as The Hog Roast Evening) – Saturday 7th July. More details to follow shortly. 

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY – THE GREY HOUSE SCHOOL SPRING BALL – Friday 15th March 2013 at Farnham Castle. Tickets can be purchased in the Autumn Term.

The Friends of the Grey House

Extra-Curricular Activities Start Dates

Mr Smith has already issued a letter with further details of the Activities available this term.  You will only need to return slips if there are any changes to your child’s chosen activities last term.  Please note that Cricket now replaces Football for Form IV, V and VI on a Thursday – please let us know if your child is changing to this.

Speech & Drama – today 25th April

Judo –
Tuesday 1st May
Music – today 25th April


Cricket – Thursday 3rd May
Gym Club – today 25th & 26th April

Mini Runners – Monday 30th April
Ballet –  25th & 26h April


Golf  - Tuesday & Wednesday 1st & 2nd May
Fencing & Shooting –
 4th May

Athletics – Monday 30th April
Boxing – Monday 30th May 4.30-5.30 pm
Chess – Monday 30th April
Krafty Club starts Thursday 26th April
Yours sincerely

Mrs C Allen

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

TICKET ORDER FORM FOR ‘HAGBANE’S DOOM
Please return to School Office.  .

I would like to order   …………………….adult tickets  @ £4.00 each

                                  ……………………..child tickets @ £2.50 each           (please indicate number)

I understand that ticket costs will be added to my bill.

………………………………..Signed      ……………………………..Child’s Name & Form

